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Welcome to lillehammer!
Lillehammer has a place in the heart of everybody involved in 
sports and winter sports. We proudly remember the 1994  
Olympic Games and welcome new sports to our city with great 
pleasure. 

STIHL® TIMBERSPORTS® SERIES is such an event, and on  
September 7 & 8, the World Championship will take place in 
Norway and Scandinavia for the first time. More than 100  
athletes from 24 nations will compete with axe and saw and  

it will be an exciting event in Håkonshall.

We in Lillehammer are delighted for hosting the fans, guests and athletes and look 
forward to some exciting days, hoping that a large audience will come to enjoy the 
exciting event. 

„Hands on the wood“ and a very warm welcome to Lillehammer!

Espen Granberg Johnsen 
Mayor of Lillehammer



Partners of the STIHL® TIMBERSPORTS® SERIES:



Stihl® timBerSPortS® world ChamPionShiP 2012 | lillehammer

Lillehammer Olympiapark AS Håkons Hall
Friday, 7.9.2012 | Team Championship Saturday, 8.9.2012 | Single Championship
05:00 p.m. 
07:00 p.m.

Doors open 
Competition start 

05:00 p.m.
07:00 p.m.

Doors open
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Order of 
events:

Springboard
STIHL Stock Saw
Standing Block Chop
Single Buck
Underhand Chop
Hot Saw

Order of 
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STIHL Stock Saw
Underhand Chop
Single Buck
Standing Block Chop

Forestry and Agricultural Trade Fair: 3:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.



Stihl® timBerSPortS® world ChamPionShiP 2012 | lillehammer

Tickets
Entrance per competition day: Adults: 100,– NOK* (Standing room)

Children under 16 years:   50,– NOK* (Standing room)
* Ticket prices, excluding advance sales charge & shipping

Advance sales offi ces: Lillehammer Tourist Offi ce 
Jernbanetorget 2
N-2609 Lillehammer
T: +47 67 05 42 00
M: post@olympiaparken.no

event area
Adress: Lillehammer Olympiapark AS Håkons Hall

Nordsetervegen 45
2609 Lillehammer

GPS data: 61° 7‘ 26.43‘‘ N
10° 28‘ 25.03‘‘ E

For information:lillehammer.com 
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world Championship 2012: Participating nations
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Stihl® timBerSPortS® world records

Springboard

HEWITT, Mitch CA World Championship 2011 Popules 38.24 sec.

STIHL Stock Saw

DE BEER, Eelco NL Benelux Mesterskap 2011 Popules 10.03 sec.

Standing Block Chop

WYNYARD, Jason NZ World Championship 2007 Popules 12.33 sec.

Single Buck

WYNYARD, Jason NZ US Championship 2007 White Phine 9.40 sec.

Underhand Chop

BOLSTAD, David NZ World Championship 2007 Popules 14.43 sec.

Hot Saw

BOLSTAD, David NZ World Championship 2007 Popules 5.43 sec.



   

the Six 
ComPetition 

diSCiPlineS
Basics

the Stihl® timBerSPortS® SerieS

Lumberjack athletics has its origins in the overseas  

tradition of professional lumberjacks. STIHL®  

TIMBERSPORTS® has been running as an international 

series of competitions in the USA since 1985 and  

in Europe too since 2001.

The World Cup sees over 100 athletes compete with  

one another in the individual and team disciplines. In  

the individual disciplines, the national champions from  

12 countries compete for the title of World Champion.  

In order to be successful, participants have to perfectly  

master all six disciplines.

Meanwhile, the team competition sees over 24 nations 

compete against each other in knockout mode. One  

team comprises four athletes. The athletes compete as  

a relay team in the four disciplines of STIHL Stock Saw, 

Standing Block Chop, Single Buck and Underhand Chop.

Stihl® timBerSPortS® world records



   

In this discipline, two springboards are 
slotted one above the other into a 
vertical tree trunk. The aim is to cut 
through a block of wood on top of the 
trunk (diameter 27 cm) at a height  
of 3 m above the ground. Springboard  
is also described as the „supreme 
discipline“ because as well as precise 
technique and strength it also requires 
balance and skill from the athlete.

SPring-
Board

Stihl 
StoCk Saw

In this discipline all the contestants use 
the MS 660, a standard STIHL chainsaw. 
After allowing the saw to warm up it  
is then placed on the ground. On the  
„Go!“ signal it is seized and applied  
to the wood (diameter 40 cm). Two  
cookies (discs of wood) must be sawn  
in a defined area from the horizontal  
tree trunk in one down cut and one 
up cut.



   

Standing 
BloCk ChoP

Single 
BuCk

This discipline simulates felling a tree  
with an axe. A vertically secured block of 
wood (diameter 30 cm) has to be chopped 
through from both sides as quickly as 
possible. Optimum placing of the axe  
and powerful swing are the factors that  
ensure rapid success in this discipline. 
Top athletes take less than 20 seconds 
to get through the block.

A cookie has to be cut from a horizontal 
trunk (diameter 46 cm) using a crosscut 
saw approximately two meters long. The 
athlete‘s rhythm and dynamism are  
what count in this event. It is permissible 
to spray the saw with an oil mixture  
for increased ease of movement through  
the wood. In addition, an assistant is  
allowed to drive a wedge between the 
cookie and the trunk.



   

underhand 
ChoP

hot Saw

This discipline simulates cutting up a 
felled tree. The athletes stand on a 
horizontally positioned block and must 
cut through a 32 cm thick trunk with 
their axe. The block has to be chopped 
from both sides. Cutting through from 
one side only leads to disqualification in 
this discipline.

This discipline uses specially tuned, 
extremely powerful chainsaws. The aim 
is to cut three cookies within 15 cm from 
a horizontally positioned trunk (diameter 
46 cm) as quickly as possible. The 
particular appeal of this discipline is 
controlling the concentrated power of 
the chainsaw (up to 62 hp). With a chain 
speed of 240 km/h and a weight of 
approximately 27 kg these machines 
demand maximum performance from 
the athletes.



at Your 
Stihl retailer!

ProduCed BY JaCQueS lemanS



interview with the norwegian Champion ole ivar lierhagen 

What does it mean to you to represent your home country 
at the World Cup in norway? 
I am very proud to be part of it and happy that the World Cup takes 
place in Lilllehammer which is really close to my hometown Brumunddal.

How does your preparation for the World Cup looks like? 
Do you feel well prepared? 
I use to practice three four times a week and I want to practice 
even more to improve my skills before the World Cup starts.

What fascinates you most about STIHL® TIMBerSPOrTS®?
I like the adrenaline doing this sport. Besides it´s great to get 
to know so many different people, we are like a worldwide 
family. 

What was your biggest success in this sport?
To pass the qualification of the World Cup in the Netherlands 
last year and to achieve Bronze at the Nordic Championship 
2012 – only four years after I started in this sport in 2008.

interview with the norwegian Champion ole ivar lierhagen 

What does it mean to you to represent your home country 
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interview with the norwegian Champion ole ivar lierhagen 

      Which basic requirements make you successful
       in this sport? 

Power, technique, coordination and a very strong mind.

           What is your aim at the World Cup?
           I hope to reach the top 10.

 At what age did you start with lumberjacking?
 At the age of 15 I started with chopping wood and 
 in 2008 I began with TIMBERSPORTS®.

      What would you recommend to young athletes?
Take it easy, go step by step, don´t run before you can walk.

   What do you think which country is going to 
   be a favourite at the World Championship? 
   New Zealand and from Europe: Norway, of course! J
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„Gentlemen, hands on the wood, get set, go!“

THe reFereeS FOr THe  
STIHL® TIMBerSPOrTS® SerIeS
They‘re on stage, but not in the limelight: the referees for the STIHL®  
TIMBERSPORTS® SERIES. Each came to lumberjack athletics in his  
own way, for instance via his own experience of competing as an athlete,  
or through his passion for technology. What they all have in common is  
their enthusiasm for lumberjack athletics and for fair competitions.

Has the cookie been cleanly cut and is it perfectly round? Has the cut gone  
over the marked line on the wooden block? Did an athlete already strike the  
axe into the wood before the starting signal was given? The three impartial referees 
have to resolve these and other questions when they are standing on stage.

In unclear situations the referees are assisted by video recordings from four  
special cameras similar to those used at the Olympic Games. These enable them  
to determine precisely to the nearest hundredth of a second whether an athlete  
has, for example, started too early. After checking  the video and consulting with  
each other they give their verdict.



Home town: 
Birmingham, Great Britain

Profession: 
Owner of a landscape gardening 
business

STS referee since: 
2007

What STS means to me: 
This sport requires more than just 
physical abilities. Top athletes know 
their equipment inside out and know 
precisely what to look out for with 
wood of differing characteristics.

Motto as a referee: 
I don‘t have a motto, but I try 
always to show respect, and to be 
impartial, fair, precise and honest.

andrew 
hall

Birmingham, Great Britain

Profession: 
Owner of a landscape gardening 
business

STS referee since: 
2007

What STS means to me: 
This sport requires more than just 
physical abilities. Top athletes know 
their equipment inside out and know 
precisely what to look out for with 
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Motto as a referee: 
I don‘t have a motto, but I try 
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impartial, fair, precise and honest.

andrew 
hall



Home town:
New York City, USA

Profession:
 Forestry scientist

STS referee since:
1992

What STS means to me: 
A community of athletes 
and a professional team, 
which together create some 
of the most exciting sporting 
events in the world.

Motto as a referee:
Fair & tough.

riCh 
hallett
riCh 
hallett



SelwYn 
waYne-
Smith

Home town: 
Knighton, Great Britain

Profession: 
Lecturer in forestry science 

STS referee since: 
2007

What STS means to me: 
It‘s a great honour and a 
privilege for me to be able 
to play my part in this 
professionally staged sport.

Motto as a referee: 
Keep to the rules, and be 
strict but fair. Safety comes 
first.
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strict but fair. Safety comes 
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how is the picture brought to the screen?

Championship is a very special challenge 
for him: ”With lumberjack sports it’s all 
about not missing the crucial moment. The 
athletes are so quick and everything goes 
down to the wire, so I have to coordinate 
my camera team very precisely.” The appeal 
of this sport for Friedl lies above all in the 
dynamism and technical precision of the 
athletes’ performances.

Lots of experts and even more technology 
are needed in order to always get the best 
picture and decisive scenes of the STIHL® 
TIMBERSPORTS® World Championship 
on TV screens and on the LED wall screen. 
A dedicated team of 25 people with over 
10 cameras is used, including a high-speed 
camera that shoots 1,000 images a second. 
All the pictures are streamed to the outside 
broadcast (OB) vehicle where director Sepp 
Friedl coordinates all the cameramen and 
decides which pictures are to be shown.

Friedl is a proven sports TV professional. His 
track record includes working as a director at 
6 Olympic Games, and 20 years’ experience 
of working with Formula 1. The World 

dynamism and technical precision of the 
athletes’ performances.

my camera team very precisely.” The appeal 



   

individual and team World Championship. 
As from the middle of November the 
in-depth magazine format shows including 
behind the scenes stories will be broadcasted 
on Eurosport. 

As from the 14th of September fans will be 
able to view the work of Sepp Friedl and his 
team on Eurosport prime-time TV. This will 
be followed by a one-hour highlights review
show including the best scenes from the

individual and team World Championship. 
As from the middle of November the 
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Stihl® timBerSPortS® on Facebook

Visit us on 
www.facebook.com/
STIHLTIMBERSPORTS and 
become part of the STIHL® 
TIMBERSPORTS® Fan Community. 
Meet other fans and discuss the 
event with them. Who will be 
crowned 2012 World Champion? 
Which teams will make the final? 
Will there be a new world record? 

We will keep you updated with all 
of the most important STS news! 
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